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23.1 What is the purpose of this chapter? This chapter provides guidance for making budget changes 
in nonconstruction grants funded under: 
 
A. The Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration Programs,  
 
B. The State Wildlife Grants Program, and  
 
C. The Landowner Incentive Program.  
 
23.2 What is the scope of this chapter?   
 
A. This chapter applies to all Service personnel who administer (concur on or approve) grants funded 
through the programs listed in section 23.1A through C. 
 
B. This chapter applies to transfers among separately budgeted programs, projects, functions, or 
activities (direct-cost categories) for nonconstruction grant agreements. 
 
23.3 What are the authorities for this chapter?  
 
A.  Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act (16 U.S.C. 777). 
  
B.  Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act (16 U.S.C. 669). 
 
C.  Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative Agreements to State and Local 
Governments, Changes (43 CFR 12.70). 
 
D. Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act (31 U.S.C. 6301). 
 
E. Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Acts for FY 2001 - Land Conservation, 
Preservation and Infrastructure Improvement (P.L. 106-291). 
 
F.  Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Acts for FY 2002-2005 - State and 
Tribal Wildlife Grants (P.L. 107-63, P.L. 108-7, P.L. 108-108, and P.L. 108-447). 
  
23.4 What budget changes must the Service approve?  
 
A. We must approve transfers among direct-cost categories for nonconstruction grants when: 
 
(1) The cumulative changes exceed 10 percent of the total approved budget in the grant agreement, and  
 
(2) The Federal share of the grant is greater than $100,000 (43 CFR 12.70(c)(1)(ii)). We refer to this as 
the “10-percent rule.”   
 
B. We must provide prior written approval for any budget change in a grant agreement that results in an 
increase in the total approved budget (43 CFR 12.70(c)(1)(i)). 
 
23.5 How should the Service address budget changes? All nonconstruction grant agreements should 
contain a provision that specifically addresses the State’s ability to make transfers among direct-cost 
categories at any level. Such a provision allows States to make transfers as long as they spend the funds 
to achieve the grant’s approved fish and wildlife objectives.  
 
A. Suggested language for the provision is: “This grant is not subject to the requirements of 43 CFR 
12.70(c)(1)(ii), the so called “10-percent rule.” 
 






